
































BUSYBEE-5 - OK, turn hard right now...he's (MiG-17) starting
to pull lead on you again...

SHOWTIME-106 - Arron (SHOWTIME-108), are you OK?

RED CROWN - This is RED CROWN on GUARD. BANDITS BULLSEYE
096 (degrees relative) for 19 (miles)...heading
173 (degrees)...TIME zero-four (1404 local)
...RED CROWN out.

SHOWTIME-100 - I don't know how to shoot at this #***%%*%
ATIRPLANE (MiG-17)!!!

SHOWTIME-110 - I don't either, but (Garbled) you got him!

BUSYBEE-6 - Keep calling my tails...

BUSYBEE-5 - OK, he's off...
BUSYBEE-5 - Doing good...keep coming on baby!
BUSYBEE-6 - Tell me (Garbled) left or right...tell me...

TIME: 1404 - The crew of SHOWTIME-106 finds another MiG-17
and shoots it down with their last remaining AIM-9D
SIDEWINDER missile. As their second MiG-17 is destroyed,
another MiG-17 makes a firing pass at them. Realizing that
they very probably had no operable weapons left, the crew of
SHOWTIME-106 begins to make their way back to the coast. At
the same time, SHOWTIME-112 finally breaks giving SHOWTIME-
100 a clear shot at a MiG-17 with an AIM-9D SIDEWINDER
missile. The MiG-17 blows up and the crew of SHOWTIME-100
sights another MiG-17 which appears to be headed back towards
the MiG field at Phuc Yen. In a furious, vertical battle,
SHOWTIME-100 finally gains position on the MiG-17 and kills
it with another AIM-9D SIDEWINDER. North of Hai Duong,
SHOWTIME-106 had been escorting an A-7E POUNCER doing SAM
suppression with SHRIKES, until they had sighted a MiG-17
southbound from the NVAF field at Kep. Going after the MiG-
17, they get involved in a three plane chase with SHOWTIME-
110 and SHOWTIME-112 trying to shoot a MiG-17 off the tail of
SHOWTIME-102. By this time, the battle has been reduced to a
furious "furball'.

SHOWTIME-106 - SPLASH TWO, SPLASH TWO!!! (SHOWTIME-106 MiG-
17 kill #2)

SHOWTIME~100 - Alright, Duke (SHOWTIME-100) got two!
(SHOWTIME-100 MiG-17 kill #2)
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BUSYBEE-5 - OK Al (BUSYBEE-6), where are you?
Unknown - OK (garbled), get the hell out of here!
BUSYBEE-5 - OK, level out...level out...stay ahead now.

BUSYBEE-3 - BEE-3, say again...say again.

BUSYBEE-5 - Straight ahead Al (BUSYBEE-6), straight ahead.

SHOWTIME-110 - Alright SHOWTIME (SHOWTIME-102), you
got another one (MiG) behind you.

JASON-1 - JASON-1l, I'm over with the two BEEs (BUSYBEE-5 and
BUSYBEE-6) that are in trouble.

BUSYBEE-5 - OK you got him (MiG-17) reversing on you, get out

of there.

BUSYBEE-5 - Beautiful Al (BUSYBEE-6), your OK. Your tail's
clean. This is BEE-5 (BUSYBEE-5).

BUSYBEE-6 - OK, keep talking...

BUSYBEE-5 - I got ya baby...I got va...

SHOWTIME-100 - Alright, SPLASH one BANDIT (SHOWTIME-100 MiG-
17 kill #3)! Duke (LT Randy Cunningham,
SHOWTIME-100) ya got another onel!

BUSYBEE-5 - Keep her going Al baby, I got ya...

TIME: 1405 - Realizing that the F-4Js were using up their
fuel and missiles at a furious rate, CAG-9 in HONEYBEE orders
them to disengage and head for home. As SHOWTIME-100 begins
to head outbound, the crew of SHOWTIME-11l1l sees a MiG-17
begin to make a pass at them. They fire a single AIM-9D
SIDEWINDER at the MiG-17, and quickly dodge another MiG-17
that makes a pass at them. As they recover, they see what
appears to be the first MiG-17 crashing and blowing up.

Unknown - OK, nice show guys!

Unknown - Let's get out of here, we're running outa ammo
(AIM-9D SIDEWINDER missiles)...

HONEYBEE - OK...ahh...let get all the SHOWTIMES and KITES out
of there and disengage...and get out of there if
YOU CaNe ..

HONEYBEE - And...ahh...lets get the POUNCERS out...

PAGE
13



POUNCER-1 - OK, POUNCER-1 is feet wet...

SHOWTIME-111 - SHOWTIME (SHOWTIME-100) low about (course)
two-one-zero you got'a MiG (MiG-17) at your
six (rear), he's (the MiG-17) coming up after
you...look out.

Unknown - Has the tanker (VAQ-130 EKA-3B or VA-165 KA-
6D tanker aircraft) come up yet?

JASON-1 - BUSYBEES (BUSYBEE-5 and BUSYBEE-6), your
clean...you don't have anyone (MiGs) on you.

BUSYBEE-5 - Roger, thank you, thank you...

TIME: 1406 - In the background of the recording is the sound
of a personal rescue beacon, probably for one of the crewmen
from SILVER KITE-212. About this time, the first of the CVW-
9 aircraft begin to go "feet wet" down in the "Hour Glass"
region of the Red River Valley. As they near the coast,
BUSYBEE-5 and BUSYBEE-6 finally lose their MiG-17. At the
same time though, the crew of SHOWTIME-106 sights a MiG-17
directly behind SHOWTIME-100. Out of AIM-9D SIDEWINDER
missiles, they fire an AIM-7E2 SPARROW missile in boresight
mode (with the radar locked at the centerline of the
aircraft) at MiG-17 which causes it to break off of SHOWTIME-
100.

JASON-1 - JASON-1 feet wet, JASON-2...

JASON-2 - JASON-2 is feet wet...

HONEYBEE - Roger, that's 410 (JASON-1), 413 (JASON-2) feet
wet...

BOOMER-511 - BOOMER-511 feet wet...

JASON-404 - JASON-404 feet wet...

HONEYBEE - Roger, 511 and 505 (BOOMER-511 and BOOMER-505),
is that CHARLIE?

Unknown - 407 (JASON-407), say your posit (position)...
JASON-407 - 407 (JASON-407) 1is three miles from feet wet.
Unknown - How far?

BUSYBEE-301 - HONEYBEE-301 (BUSYBEE-301)...305 (BUSYBEE-305),
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feet wet...

BUSYBEE-6 - BEE-6 (BUSYBEE-6) is up and I'm feet wet...

SHOWTIME-106 - SHOWTIME (SHOWTIME-100) headed about...180
(degrees). Heads up...you got a MiG (MiG-17)
behind you...

SHOWTIME-100

Where is he (the MiG-17)7?

SHOWTIME-106 OK, he's right on your tail...just don't let
him get guns (range?). It's a 17 (MiG-17),

you can outrun him.

SHOWTIME-100 OK, we're alert...

SHOWTIME-106

OK, if your just crossing over the river, you
can pick up at one-eight-zero (course 180
degrees) ...

BUSYBEE-5 - BEE-6 (BUSYBEE-6), your OK...you got me down
there?

RED CROWN - This is RED CROWN on GUARD...Multiple BANDITS
...BULLSEYE 081 (degrees relative) for 25
(miles)...TIME zero-seven (1407 local)...RED
CROWN out...

RED CROWN - This is RED CROWN on GUARD... Multiple BANDITS
.. .BULLSEYE 081 (degrees relative) for 25
(miles)...TIME zero-seven (1407 local)...RED
CROWN out...

POUNCER-1 POUNCERS are OK, (Garbled) are you feet wet?

BOOMER-3 - BOOMER-506 (BOOMER-3) is feet wet...

TIME: 1408 - While all of this has been taking place, the
crew of SILVER KITE-207 has been limping back to the coast on
only one engine. They have survived passes by two NVAF MiG-
21s which LT Mike Gravely sights on the way outbound. At
this time they report their condition and the loss of SILVER
KITE-212. While the rest of the force is headed outbound,
SHOWTIME-100 suffers a near miss from an optically guided SA-
2 GUIDELINE SAM fired from a site south of Haiphong. The hit
damages the hydraulic systems of SHOWTIME-100 which limps
burning back towards the sea.

SILVER KITE-207 ~ BUSYBEE-1 (HONEYBEE), this is KITE-207
(SILVER KITE-207), I've taken a hit, and
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shut down my starboard engine...and I've...

BUSYBEE - RED CROWN...this is the...ahh..we're engaged with
those BANDITS ...ahh...request that you hold your
calls for about five minutes...

RED CROWN - RED CROWN roger...

BOOMER-500 - 500 (BOOMER-500) is feet wet...

SHOWTIME-112 - One-one-two (SHOWTIME-112) feet wet...

DEEP SEA - SAM...SAM...SAM...vicinity of Haiphong...DEEP SEA
out... (*NOTE - This SAM call was probably the SAM
launch call for the missile that hit SHOWTIME-100,

Southwest of Kien An airfield near Haiphong)

Unknown - Triple-one (SHOWTIME-11l1l) are you feet wet?

SHOWTIME-102 - 102 (SHOWTIME-102) is feet wet...

SHOWTIME-112 - And 112 (SHOWTIME-112) feet wet...

SILVER KITE-207 - BUSYBEE-1 (Actually HONEYBEE), SILVER KITE-
207, how do you read?

JASON-1 - 207 (SILVER KITE-207), you'r loud and clear...This
is JASON-1, POUNCER-1l...

SILVER KITE-207 - I've shut down my starboard engine...I've
taken a hit...I've got a fire warning light
on...

POUNCER-1 - Ahh...roger...POUNCER-1 has started back...en
route to the beach...say your posit (position)...

SILVER KITE-207 - Yah...I'm on the 340 (Degrees relative)
«..57 (Miles), off of 20 (BUTTON-20)...

HONEYBEE - That's 340 (Degrees relative to USS CHICAGO)?

SILVER KITE-207 - That's three...three-two-zero (320 degrees
relative to USS CHICAGO)...56 miles
now. ..ahh...my wingman (SILVER KITE-212)
was hit.

POUNCER-1 - Understand your wingman was hit?

SILVER KITE-207 - Rog...he was hit by flak (AAA) and he went
in...(pause)...two good chutes, two good
chutes...
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HONEYBEE - That's 212 (SILVER KITE-212)...

HONEYBEE - SILVER KITE-212 went in...two good chutes

HONEYBEE - OK, mark the posit (SILVER KITE-212's last know
position)...

BUSYBEE-5 - You got a plane on your other wing Al
(BUSYBEE=-6) ...

HONEYBEE - OK...the posit (position) of...ahh...the downed
aircraft was directly over the target area (Hai
Duong RR Yard)...
BUSYBEE-5 - Al...
JASON-3 - OK...ahh...I just passed over two PHANTOMS
(Actually, two MiG-21's returning to base) headed
back inbound...

Unknown - Ahh...say...I just got through passing them down my
left side...

Unknown - OK, is that you ahh...you with the hit 207 (SILVER
KITE-207) ...

SILVER KITE-207 - That's affirm (affirmative)...

SHOWTIME-106 - HONEYBEE, SHOWTIME-106...we'll be feet wet in
about two minutes...

TIME: 1409 - As SHOWTIME-100 goes "feet wet" north of Luc
Linh, the rear of the aircraft explodes and, the crew ejects.
A Rescue Combat Air Patrol (RESCAP) is quickly assembled by
CAG-9. At the same time, CAG-9 is trying to coach his fuel
starved strike force to the airborne tankers just offshore.

Unknown - There's a PHANTOM (SHOWTIME-100) feet wet,
burning...

Unknown

Get out, get out, get out!!!
Unknown - Punch out...punch out!!!
Unknown - Who's that for!!

DEEP SEA - SAM, SAM, vicinity of Haiphong...DEEP SEA out...

Unknown - Punch it out...punch it out!!!
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Unknown - Co'mon...get out of that airplane (SHOWTIME-100)!!!

Unknown - Get out of that airplane (SHOWTIME-100)!!

Unknown - Who you talking to!

Unknown - F-4 (SHOWTIME-100) is going down...in a spin, off
the beach...

HONEYBEE - How far...what's the radial?

Unknown - OK, three...three-two-five (325 degrees relative to
USS CHICAGO), no DME (directional measuring
beacons) ...about five miles off the beach.

Unknown - There's two good chutes (LT Randy Cunningham and
LTJG Bill Driscoll).

HONEYBEE - OK, stick with those...stick with those...
Unknown - Roger...

Unknown - OK, are they in the water?

Unknown - Stick with them and give me directions...
POUNCER-1 - OK, POUNCER-1l , headed back in...

BUSYBEE-5 - HONEYBEE, BUSYBEE-302 (BUSYBEE-5)...308 (BUSYBEE-
6) (Garbled)...

HONEYBEE - Say again BEE lead (BUSYBEE leader)...

BUSYBEE-5 - Roger, BUSYBEE-302 (BUSYBEE-5), 300 (BUSYBEE-
300), and JASON-413...feet wet.

HONEYBEE - Ahh...Roger that...

Unknown - BOOMER, switch BUTTON-11 (Radio frequency
switch)...

SHOWTIME-106 - Send tanker, tanker, for SHOWTIME-106
. .feet wet...requesting gas...

BOOMER-515 - Roger, I'm at 310 (degrees relative to USS
CHICAGO) 35 (miles), coming down to 20 (20,000
feet altitude)...

TIME: 1410 - As the RESCAP begins to get organized, the
personal rescue beacons of LT Randy Cunningham and LTJG Bill
Driscoll begin to come on the air. Meanwhile, the first of
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the RESCAP aircraft sight the crew of SHOWTIME-100 in their
chutes.

HONEYBEE - How high are those chutes (LT Randy Cunningham
and LTJG Bill Driscoll)?

Unknown - OK, their about ten thousand (10,000 feet altitude)
now. . .

HONEYBEE - OK, what's...ahh...what's their (LT Randy
Cunningham and LTJG Bill Driscoll) posit
(position) again?

Unknown - Five miles (Garbled)...their (LT Randy
Cunningham and Lt. J.G. Willie Driscoll, VF-96)
drifting North...

HONEYBEE - Three-two-five (325 degrees relative to the USS
CHICAGO)...fifty five (55) miles...

POUNCER-2 - OK...this is POUNCER-2...I think I saw the chutes
a little bit ago (LT Randy Cunningham and LTJG
Bill Driscoll in their chutes)...

HONEYBEE - Give me a posit (position) off of BUTTON-20 again
please on the chutes...

Unknown - Roger, their off of twenty (BUTTON-20, USS CHICAGO)
' it's two-one-zero (210 degrees relative) at
eighteen (18 miles)...

SHOWTIME=-106 = This is SHOWTIME-106 BUTTON-11 (EKA-3B/KA-6D
Tanker) ...

JASON-1 - Two-one-zero (SILVER KITE-210) from JASON (JASON-
1l), do you see the chutes here?

SILVER KITE-210 - That's negative, I just see the splash
(impact point for the wreckage of SHOWTIME-
100) ...

JASON-1 - I saw a red chute (probably the drag/spin chute
from SHOWTIME-100) a little bit ago...

JASON-1 - Ahh...here we are...we're going right by them (LT
Randy Cunningham and LTJG Bill Driscoll) ...right
about three-o'clock here...

SILVER KITE-210 - Ahh...two-one-zero (SILVER KITE-210) out at
our three-o'clock here...two good chutes
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(LT Randy Cunningham and LTJG Bill
Driscoll)...

Unknown - OK, ahh...two good chutes three-two-five (325
degrees relative to USS CHICAGO) at fifty-five (55
miles)...off twenty (BUTTON-20)...

TIME: 1412 - With the RESCAP forces assembled, CAG-9 calls,
via SUN KING (a VAW-116 E-2B HAWKEYE) for the rescue
helicopters, code named BIG MOTHER 61, BIG MOTHER-62, and BIG
MOTHER-63, to come in and pick up the crew of SHOWTIME-100.

HONEYBEE - OK...POUNCER-2, what's your posit (position) off
twenty (BUTTON-20)...

POUNCER-2 - Three-two-five (325 degrees relative to USS
CHICAGO), fifty-five (miles), twenty (20,000 feet
altitude)...I'm circling two chutes (LT Randy
Cunningham and LTJG Bill Driscoll)...

POUNCER-2 - Their (LT Randy Cunningham and LTJG Bill
Driscoll) at about eight thousand feet (altitude)
right now...

HONEYBEE - OK...hold three hundred (feet) over them (LT
Randy Cunningham and LTJG Willie Driscoll)...

Unknown - (Garbled) the tanker is coming up...

Unknown - We'll be at Channel-20 (BUTTON-20) at Angels-20
(20,000 feet altitude)...

POUNCER-1 - And...ahh...HONEYBEE, recommend we get...ahh
...RED CROWN and...ahh...HARBOR MASTER (USS
OKINAWA) to launch...ahh...BIG MOTHER (USMC CH-46
Rescue Helicopters)...

HONEYBEE - Ahh...roger, out...I'm trying to raise them on the
GUARD (frequency)...

JASON-1 - And...ahh...this is JASON-1 over the chutes (LT
Randy Cunningham and LTJG Bill Driscoll)
...ahh...recommend that we get a tanker (airborne
EKA-3B or KA-6D) up here...

Unknown - Roger JASON...ahh...your over the chutes, ahh...
give me a vector off of twenty (BUTTON-20)...

JASON-1 - Ahh...roger ...this is three-two-seven (327 degrees
relative to USS CHICAGO) for five-five (55
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miles)...two chutes (LT Randy Cunningham and LTJG
Bill Driscoll) ...approximately three thousand feet
(altitude)...four thousand feet...

HONEYBEE - (Garbled) three-two- seven (327 degrees relative
to the USS CHICAGO)...five-five (55 miles) off of
CHANNEL-20 (BUTTON-20, USS CHICAGO) is that
CHARLIE?

JASON-1 - CHARLIE...

BUSYBEE-~-301 - HONEYBEE, BUSYBEE-301l...

HONEYBEE - Ahh...roger BUSYBEE-30l...

BUSYBEE-301 - Coming over CHANNEL-20 (BUTTON-20) about to hit
the tanker (EKA-3B or KA-6D)...I'll...ahh...
pickup fifteen-hundred (pounds of fuel) apiece
and...ahh...standing by for RESCAP...

HONEYBEE - Ahh...roger, roger...ahh...outstanding...and, ahh
...and remain at this frequency for a moment...

BUSYBEE-301 - Wilco...

SUN KING - This is SUN KING, who took the hit?

JASON-1 - SUN KING, this is JASON...ahh...one (JASON-1)
...ahh...looks like there's probably two down...one
(SILVER KITE-212) in the target area (Hai Duong RR
Yard), and one (SHOWTIME-100) five miles
offshore...

JASON-1 - I think it's two-one-two (SILVER KITE-212), but I
can't be sure...

HONEYBEE - Ahh...two-one-two (SILVER KITE-212) was brought
down in the target area (Hai Duong RR Yard)
...ahh...any KITES (SILVER KITES) at this
frequency, over...

SILVER KITE-210 - KITE-210 (SILVER KITE-210) is at this freq
(frequency) ...

SILVER KITE-206 - Two-zero-six (SILVER KITE-206) and two-
' zero-one (SILVER KITE-201) are checking
in...is that CHARLIE?

Unknown - That's affirm (affirmative) we're at (Garbled)...

TIME: 1414 - As the crew of SHOWTIME-100 descends toward the
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sea in their chutes, SA-2 GUIDELINE SAM batteries located
along the coast begin to fire on, and harass, the RESCAP
aircraft. In an effort to minimize the risks to all of the
aircraft that want to participate in the rescue operation,
CAG-9 sets up a small RESCAP group and orders them to watch
over the downed aircrew while ordering the rest to return to
the USS CONSTELLATION.

JASON-1 - OK...we're taking SAM (SA-2 GUIDELINE SAMs) fire
over the chutes (LT Randy Cunningham and LTJG
Bill Driscoll), their (the SAMs) going off very
high...ahh ... (Garbled) the shots...

JASON-1 - Recommend we get everyone out of here we don't
: need...ahh...like to keep two A-7's and one
F-4...

HONEYBEE - Ahh...roger ...ahhh...JASON-1, ahh...your over the
chutes (LT Randy Cunningham and LTJG Bill
Driscoll) now, is that CHARLIE (correct)?

JASON-1 - That's affirm (affirmative)...

POUNCER-1 - And, POUNCER-1l's over the chutes (LT Randy
Cunningham and LTJG Bill Driscoll)...

Unknown - Roger that...

BUSYBEE-310 - ...BUSYBEE-310...we have a couple more missiles
(SA-2 GUIDELINE SAMS) now...

BUSYBEE-310 -~ Their (the SAMs) going off very

high...
Unknown - ...I lost it on that...
JASON-1 - ...And JASON-1 and POUNCER-1 and POUNCER-2 are with

FOd, o »

HONEYBEE - Ahh...roger ...ahh...let's put up a patrol on the
coastline and, ahh...hit anything that comes out
from the beach.

JASON-1 - Roger that...

Unknown - Have to look out for, ahh...strike aircraft from
the other two strikes too (from CVW-15 and CVW-
11)...

Unknown - They are already inbound...
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Unknown - And...POUNCER-2 (VA-147, A-7E SHRIKER), you still
got one...ahh...IRONHAND (AGM-45 SHRIKE)

POUNCER-2 - That's affirm (affirmative)...

The crew of SHOWTIME-100 would spend only a short time in
the water before they would be picked up by a pair of USMC
CH-46 helicopters and taken to the USS OKINAWA. Later that
day, they would be returned to a joyous reception on the
USS CONSTELLATION (CV-64).

Many times, we study an event, but forget that the event
was a result of the actions of the people involved. The
preceding transcript is an example of how audio recordings
can add to the understanding of an event. It shows us not
only what happened, but how and when. And if it shows
anything, it shows how desperate men, in an impossible and
potentially fatal situation, can, through persistence and
courage, overcome great odds, and win.
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